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DEMOCRACY: NO WINNERS! NO LOSERS! 
Dear Reader, 


Election to the world’s largest democracy (in terms 
‘of population) is over. The party which has s0 far been 
in opposition has taken over the eins of administration, 
‘while the party which Was until recently ruling the coun- 
try isnow siting in opposition. 

Whose victory isit? And, who has lost? None! For, 
in.a democracy the opposition is as important is the 
ruling party. Its the opposition which acts asthe watch 
dog of the people and corrects any mistakes which may 
bbe committed by men in power. So, there is no need for 
any defeatist mentality, Neither is there any ned for 
too much of jubilation in the winning eamp. Vietory in 
c’lection leads to formation of a government and enor- 
mous responsibilities. The vitor has reason to be more 
Fr) concemed ifnotun- 
FF) happy over the urn 

aa Wg ofevents, 
















The primary 
3 task of the nev. gov- 
ig] ernment will be 
three fold: 1) To ene 
sure transpareney in government and to strive for a cor- 
ruption free administration, 2) To ereate confidence 
among minorities and to promise equal treatment for all 
people whatever may be their mother tongue, religion ot 
easte, 3) To evolye an economic policy which increases 
employment potential, especially in rural areas, leading 
tobetter standard of living forthe people, while ensur- 
ing development of the country. Let us hope that the 
new government atthe centre, will have its priorities 
listed and executed properly. Surely, democracy has its 
flaws, But since there is nothing better, it is the 
best! 








By the way, do you have elections at school for the 
post of pupil leader? Why not write to Gokulam about 
ny funny experiences during campaigning or elections? 

-Eaitor 








© The May issue was very nice. It 
was full of cricket news. Every month, | 
used to read Gokulam before anyone else 
inmy house. But this month, my brother 
finished reading it before me, as 
he likes cricket so much: 
liked the career guidan 
and case file very much! 
‘Gokulam is simply superb, 
= K. Janaranjani 
Che 
(© We found the May 
cricket issue very interesting, 
‘The posteris very attractive, We 
liked the jokes, poems and articles very 
much, 






Kunal Bharucha, Mumbai 


5 What you say in your ericket spe- 
cial editorial is correct. Lappreciate good 
players irrespective oftheir nationality. But 
‘whenever a player is declared out, the op- 
posite side's exuberance asshown on TV 
is not appealing; t's only childish, Such 
displays need to be avoided in the name 
‘of decency, The best thing about the cur- 
rent issue is that inspite of being aericket 
special’, the usual features were not omit- 
ted and on the whole it was quite enjoy~ 
able, especially the ericket jokes and tid- 
bits of cricket lores. This issue has to be 
preserved as it contains very valuable data 
relating to cricket. 

= V. Mahadevan, Chennai 





(51 was very excited to read the May 
issue. There were many interesting facts 
about cricket, The answers by Humpy 
‘were very interesting. 

~ Bunty, Hyderabad 











GREAT 
POSTER! 


4 The blow - up poster in the May 

issue was lovely! ‘Humour in cricket’ was 

funny. “Pokemon special” was really en- 

Joyable. “Thank you Gokulam’ for yourex- 
citinganticles. 

-V.Shyamala, 

Neyveli 





I whole-heartedly agree with ev- 
ery word published in the cricket spe- 
cial editorial. 1 was certainly more 
lated about Sehwag’s triple century 
than Brian Lara’s 400, but I do have 
admiration for Lara, Brian Lara is a 
wonderful player and no one can ig- 
nore his talent, 1am also a great fan 
of Akhtar and was overwhelmed at the 
moment when he bowled Sehwag out 
with his first ball, {think there is noth= 
ing wrong in appreciating your oppo- 
nents, whether it be Pakistan or any 
other country. Moreover, with Pakistan 
this was a friendship series. I enjoyed 
the cricket series as well as the cricket 
special issue of Gokulam. 

~ Sailee Bonde, via e-mail 
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films achieved instant fame 
worldwide. 

‘Manga’ is the ancestor of 
Japanese animated films, which have 
entertained the Japanese for 
centuries. In this style, 


+ ojary Maru: Ojaru Maru 
comes to present » day 
a 





fan from Helanky0, 
world of fairies that 





+ Akira: The year is 2019 and the 





scene is Tokyo alter World war I ( fod a thousand years 
This is a typical ' ago. The series is for 
science:fiction animation film. \ ‘ery young ehilden 
‘The first Japanese animated film pictures are drawn with simple lines 


was made about 90 years ago and and exaggerated expressions are 
Japan is now the animation capital of used, The Japanese were the first in 
the world, ‘Spirited Away" won an Oscar Asia to enjoy cartoon like pictures. Each 
for the Best Animated Feature Film scene of astory is depicted ina picture 
at the 75" Academy Awards in 2003, scroll such that it brings the scene to life 
From then on, Japanese animated andmakesus feel weare one among the 
characters. The flow of the picturesadds 
tothe feeling of movement. 











People all over the world enjoy 
‘watching animated films. The Japanese 
animations lay great emphasis on 


+ Mobile Sult Gundam: This is a saga of a grow 
cities in outer space fighting a war of ind 
‘against the government of the Earth 












character and story line and the 
animation format makes it 





y 10 
change the characters or other 
elements to suit the country in which 
they are going to be shown. 


‘The movie ‘Pocket Monsters’, 
spin off from the Pokemon video games, 
has since become a classic all over the 
world, Animated films offer endless 
possibilities because they speak in an 
intemational language and expressa story 
ina way understood universally. They 
have evolved to a high level because 
anything can happen in them and 
everything can be expressed freely. They 
inmroduce fascinating characters, complex 
inner workings and stories with deep 
‘meaning, all combined with rapid action, 
expressive power and exceptional visual 
effects. These superlative aspects explain 
why they are so popular in Japan, To 
sustain the audience’s interest, animation 
filmmakers have to keep producing 
new and more exciting animated 
films 








Courtes 





‘NIPPONIA’, Magazine 











+ Star of the Giants - This famous sports 
sgalnat a backdrop of 


animated film 






* Dragon Ball Z - Songoku and his son Gohan 
(eight) Hight enemies trom space. This very 
popular series shows how the son 

rough his experiences in batt 








+ The useless witch Doremi Kat 
A very popular series, especially among 
young elementary school gils who like 
‘the way Doremi forms close bonds of 
friendship and uses her mysterious 
powers to solve the problems girs have, 











The world’s most famous 
animation films and some 
of the most popular 
characters are created in 

Japan. 
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Star Rendezvous 
















© Saikumar, Hyderabad 

What are your suggestions regarding 
voting? 

Itis everybody's responsibility to vote, 
Please check inadvance where your poling 
‘booth is. On the polling date please go early 
and vote, By casting your vote early, you 
cean avoid a long queue. In addition you 
can avoid the mischief of somebody 
personating you. Vote early; vote 
fearlessly; vote on principles rather than 
personalities, 


© V. Ashwin, Madurai 

What advice would you 
give to political parties 
comesting elections? 

I think they should contest 
electionson principlesand not 
‘on personalities. Political 
parties should not attack theit 
‘opponents on a personal 
level. ‘The party in power 
should not misuse its position 
and power. Political ideologies must be 
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Commissior 
answered our young r 
with aplomb, Mr.T.N.Seshan was awarded 
the 1996 Ramon Magsaysay Award for 
government service. In the citation it says, 
"the board recognizes his (T.N.St 
resolute actions to bring ord 
and integrity to 





Meet former Chief Election 
T.N.Seshan who ha 
fers’ questions 











 fairnes: 
jctions in India, the 
st democracy.” 


Nis! 


clearly stated for the public to follow up. 


© R. Koushik Shankar Ram, 
Chennai 
What do you think about the iliegat 
activities that take place in election 
booths? What are the ways to stop it? 
Inthe booths one thing that happens is 
impersonation, That is somebody voting in 











My identity cardi 


the place of somebody else. The best way 
to stop this sto issue every voterhis own 
identity card. The candidates and their 
agents should exercise vigilance. As far 
as booth capturing and rigging are 
concerned, the electorate should be 
vigilant. ‘The Election Commission and 
the Government should exercise 
‘maximum control when something 

goes wrong. When there is 
immegularity, the election should be 
cancelled and repolling ordered, 


©, Harini, Hubli, 
Vaishali, Chennai 
What exactly is the work of an 
Election Commissioner? 

The work of an Election 
Commissioner is the work of the 
Election Commission, And ithas 
‘exactly one job. To conduct free 
and fairelections all over the country for 
the two houses of the Parliament, State 
legislatures and the Legislative councils, 
wherever they are and also forthe offices 
of the President and Vice-President. It 
shouldalso prepare the voters list. Itshould 
ensure that the parties observe the code 
of conduct and the police enforce 
discipline. 

© R.Anand, Std VIII, Madurai 

What were the electoral reforms you 
‘managed to bring about during your 
term as chief Election Commissioner? 
What couldn’tyou do and why? 

We did a few things, We saw to it that 
theelection expenditure was within limits 
by appointing election observers. We 
enforced the model code of conduct. We 











prevented political parties from writingand 
putting up posters on the walls. Conducting 
meetings after 10 O'clock at night causing 
inconvenience to old people and students 
was banned. 

We tried to reduce Money power, 








Muscle power and the Ministers’ power, 
‘There are many things that | could not do. 
I could not get the voters’ identity cards 
issued to one and all 

The electoral rolls are still full of 
defects, There are certain other things 
which only the Government ean do. For 
‘example, complete funding of elections. 
The Election Commission is ike areferee 
ina football match. He can only follow 
the rules of the game. That is why we 
could not do more than what we have 
done. 

‘© K. Madhavi, Bangalore 

Why is it that no educational 
qualification is fixed for a person to 
contest in elections? So also the voter? 

Let me first deal with the voter. It is 
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not that the so called educated persons 
are alone intelligent. Our rural people may 
not have gone to school. They may be 
illiterate. But they are full of common 
sense. Hence the founding fathers of our 
constitution, deliberately took adecision not 
to prescribe any educational qualification 
for voting. As far as the candidate is 
concerned, please remember that the 
‘candidate is not running the administration. 
‘There are experts like LAS officers, chief 
‘engineers, doctors and police officers to 
assist the ministers to run the 
administration. The minister represents the 
feelings of the people. For that a formal 
education is not necessary. If they are 
qualified, i's fine, Please remember that 
some of ourbest leaders were not formally 
educated like for example, Sri Kamara} 


© Michael Ranjit Singh, Chennai 

When was the first time you voted and 
show did you feel? 

I’ve come of voting age! 





I voted for the first time in 
1957. Itwas in Coimbatore where I was 
an Assistant Collector under training. 
“There was no special feeling. In fact Iwas 
assisting the Collector in conducting the 
elections. 
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© Nitya Priya, Bangalore 

Do you have any apprehensions 
about the way elections are conducted 
today? 

Twon't use the word apprehension. 
There are reasons to be proud o” our 
c’lections. Biggest in the world, 70 m Ilion 
voters. However, there are defects. There 
is violence in certain places. But it is 
‘minima 


© Sree Valli, Hyderabad, 

Kunal G Bharucha, Bombay 

Do you think that voting age needs 
to be lowered? 

No. Not below eighteen. Upto anage 
of sixteen or seventeen a person is in 
school. 1 don’tthink itisan atage which 
he oF she should vote, Twenty one is 
probably too late, Fifteen will be too carly 

enisa good via media, 


© B. Kusuma, Hyderabad, 
B. Gowri Manasa, Hyderabad 

What are elections? Why are they 
held? 

Inademocracy,the country isruled by 
the majority will of the people. Youcan’t 
consult the people for each and every 
decision, So representatives ofthe pople 
reelected and they decide what is to be 
done and what not to be done. 

© Abhinaya, Chennai 

White we have the freedom to elect 
‘an MP or an MLA, should we not have 
the freedom to recall him/her, if we are 














Theoretically yes. But when the large 
majority of the voters are illiterate, they 
can be easily cheated. Someone ean goto 
them and get their signatures in a 
memorandum for recalling their 








representative by lying to them that it was 
a representation for solving th 
srievance. Ifand when around 95% 
of the Indian population 
becomes literate then the right 
torecall can be established. 


© H. Rahul, Chennai 

What do you have to say about 
actors and actresses becoming 
politicians? Can they truly reach 
‘the public? 

‘When a doctor, scientist, administrator 
‘or lawyer ean become a politician, why 
not an actor or an actress? All political 
parties are using actors and actresses to 
‘gather crowds, But, ifanybody thinks that 
the crowd which gathers to watch the film 
star, will vote for his party, then he is sadly 
mistaken, People know to whom they 
should vote. 


©1. Aishwarya, Vijayawada 

Doyou wish to enter politics? 

No. Youknow Idid try to get the office 
of the President. I didn’t succeed. 1 
contested in an election opposing 
Sri Advani in Gandhi Nagarand he won. 
Now 1am spending all my time with 
educational institutions. There are several 
‘ways in which you can be of help to the 
public, Politics isnot the only way. have 
decided to keep myselfaway from politics. 


© R Rajasekar, Sethuvarayanallur 

Asa student, how can I contribute 
towards the elections? 

"Asa student, you should not get 
involved in elections. You should only try 
to understand what the problems are: 
Politics, problems oF economic and social 
nature, problems of the poor in Indi 
our country’s relationship with our 














neighbours ete. 
When you are 
eighteen, please vote 
without fil. Vote intelligently. 


© Dinesh P. Vyas, Chennai, 
R.Nachassmai, Trichy 

What is your opinion regarding a 
‘comment about politicians as ‘a cancer 
‘that cannot be cured"? 

I don't like such harsh remarks. There 
are times when you feel angry about the 
‘way our politicians perform and behave, 
It needs to be improved. It needs to be 
cured. But that is certainly not cancer. 
You may call ita stomach- ache or head 
ache. 


© JVS.Swarnalakshmi,Hyderabad 

What is your opinion about present 
day politics and politicians? 

Mixed. Our democracy has been 
so good that changes in the 
government were not by violence. All 
the changes were by ballot boxes only. 
Our politicians do misbehave. There is 
a lot of corruption. Ifthe government 
meets all the election expenses of the 
candidates, corruption will disappear. 
I wish a good crop of young and 
educated politicians come to power. It 
may take time. But it will happen. 


Coordination by S.Chandramouli 
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king of Gods and Hermes, the messemyer 
‘once came down to earth. thes want 
around as ordinary pe 
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Zeus and Hermes luckily escaped from| 
the clutches of the dogs. 




















What if they too 
turn us away?) The hous 
coupl 
























Seeing them tired and hun- 





‘An old lady opened the 









door and welcomed them [)| gry, the old couple plied Youdal 
with a smile! p Bene 
= rink your 
fil, 
| 


‘Come in children. 
What do you want? 











kill our duck. 















Do not kill 
this duck. We are 
very much pleased 
with you 

hospitality. 









However, they were 
unable to catch 
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None of the villagers 
offered us food or shel- 
ter. We've decided to 
punish them. 





























Look! the entire village 
has boon drowned in water, 





‘The Gods soon vanished. Balicis and Philemon 
lived happily and prosperously for many 
‘more years. 
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‘The garbage truck rumbled to a stop be- 
fore Kavita's house. 
“Kavita” called out mother. “Please take 








the garbage and empty it into the truck, dear 
Pm inthe midst of cooking.” 

Will do, mom,” replied Kavita 

As Kavita went and handed over the gar- 
bage bag tothe truck cleaner, the driver called 
‘out to ber. 

“You shouldn't give us your garbage bag 








* she questioned. 
isyou see,” explained the driver. 
ut your garbage and.” 

ort it? but how?” asked Kavita 

es, yes, I'm coming to tha,” said the 










river patiently. “All your vegetable and fruit 
waste have to be utilised as manure for your 
garden.” 

“Ganden,” snorted Kavita. “In this ‘garden’ 
of buildings?” 

“Those who don’t have gardens hive to 
give us such organic waste separately ina bag, 
‘We will tum all such waste into manure, The, 
the rest ofthe garbage like plastics, pol thene 
covers, paper, efc. have to be segregrted in 
another bag. This waste will be recycled. So, 
‘you have to separate your garbage and give it 
tous. Ifyou takea litle trouble to doit, ibe 
very helpful tous.” 

“Okay Uncle, I'l make sure that we do so 
cvenyd 

Teak you ead 
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Dharmik Nitin Shab, 
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"Wondrous, the English Language...” [my 


“T hisis my last class,” said Ms.Gayatri and before she could continue, all her 
students groaned with displeasure. 

“Your exams start next week after which school will close for the holidays, We 
have discussed words, their origins, meanings and the stories they tell, [have told 
‘you what words are, but nothing about what words can do. Like the 
“other great arts; music and painting, words can make music 
in the air, paint pictures in the mind’s eye, and 
move you to tears, The simplest of 
words when joined together in @ 
sentence can make the most powerful of 
statements 

“How do words make music? They make 
music when the rhythm of the lines echo 


the sense of the words.” Turning to the 2 3 - 


blackboard, Ms, Gayatri wrote 

‘Ahighway man came riding, riding, riding, 

riding, 

Ahighway man came riding up to the old inn door, 

Over the cobbles he clattered and clanged in the dark inn yard, 

‘t's about a highwayman who came on horseback to see his beloved in spite ¢fthe 
fact that he knew he would be gunned down to death if he were discovered. Now shut 
yout eyes and you, Harini, read aloud the lines on the board.” 

Harini read out the lines and as she did, the class tapped out the rhythm, As the 
tapping became louder, Ms. Gayatri said, 

“Softly, We must not disturb the other 
classes, The first two lines give you'the 
rhythm of a horse riding as you 
yourself discovered when you tapped 
‘out the rhythm on your desk. The 
sound of the words ‘clattered’ ‘and 
“clanged’ echoes the sound of the 
hooves ofthe horses. This is how 
poetry isso like music.” 
= Then she tured to the black 
board and wrote: 


RADHA PADMANABHAN 
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Ichatter over stony ways Islip, Islide, I gloom, I glance 
Inlittlesharpsand trebles Among my skimming swallows 
Ibubbleinto eddying bays _ I make the netted sunbeams dance 
Ibabble over the pebbles Against my sandy shallows. 












‘an anyone tell me what this poem is about? Just 
read the lines again and again and you can make a good 
guess.” 
“Ist... itabouta river,” asked Harini tentatively 
“You are right, I's about a brook and the lines are from 
‘Tennyson and you can hear the brook flowing swiftly to join 
theriver 








“Is that the poem which ends with; ‘Men may come 
and men may go, But I go on forever'?” asked 


Darshini. “recall some of the ines now.” 
“That's right, It’s a poem all of you should read,” 
said Ms. Gayatri, 


Words can also paint pictures in the mind's eye. 
I will quote a few lines from Coleridge's poem ‘The g is 





Ancient Mariner. The ancient mariner has killed abird, 
thealbatross, which the sailors believe protected them, 
Heis punished asall the sailors on board the ship die, 
there isno water to drink and the ancient mariner sal 
alone on the ship which does not move, Now here isa 
description of that ‘silent’ sea:~ 

Allin a hot and coppery sky 

‘The bloody sun at noon 

Right up above the mast did stand 

No bigger than the moon 

Day after day we stuck nor breath 

nor motion 
As idle as a painted ship upon a 


painted ocean. DID 


Doesn't Coleridge paint a picture for you with these words? asked Ms. 
Gayatsi. 
“The picture he pains is exqui... exqui.,.exquisite, said Abhishek, trying to use a 
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difficult word to impress the others. 

“How can words be powerful, Ms. 
Gayatri?” asked Shibani. 

“Because they can move you stupid.” 
said Abhishek 

“Now, now,” said Ms. Gayatri. “That's 
not a kind thing to say. Yes, words can 
move you to tears. Words have power 
and magic, even the simplest of ones. 
Marx’s call: “Workers of the world unite 
The workers have nothing to lose but 
their chains. They have a world to gain” 
stirred the hearts of the labourers. 


“The simplest of words 
are used by poets and 
dramatists to draw out the 
deepest of our emotions - 





“When King Learcarieshis i f- 


7g 


daughter, the dead Cordelia in his 
arms, he says Howl, howl, howl, 
howl! Oh you are men of 
stones. ..She’s gone for ever... 
know when one livesand when 
one is dead. ... No,no, no life? 
Why should a dog, a horse, a 
rat have life and thou no life at 





(RY) Bye! 









alr 

The class was silent as they were 
spellbound by what they heard. 

Ms. Gayatri looked at her watch. It 
‘was nearly time forthe bell toring. 

“Thisismy last class and would like 
to say good bye.” she said. “Oh don’t 
ook so glum. Goodbye doesn't mean that 
I won't be seeing you again. Gocdbye 
originally meant God be with you, and that 
was shortened to bye bye. See you later 
is also used when one leaves. In all 
Tanguages the sense of meeting again 
soon is implied when 
parting. In Tamil one says 
“Poyittuvaren” (I'll go and 

come), in Hindi “Phir 

A tenes” ve willreetaysin), 
in French you say 
(until we see each other). Ill be 
back again with you next yearin 
i) ‘ournew class. So goodbye for now. 
v4 











‘The whole class stood upand 
in unison said “Goodbye Ms. 
Gayatri” and then clapped loud 

and long for her as she waved 
them good bye. 











Questions must be sent only on a postcard with you 
su Address itt, 
IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH Cio. GOKU 

47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Cher 
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One day, my sister and I planned 
to go to Pondicherry by train. By the 
time we reached the railway station, 
it was late and the train had just 
started to pull out. Hence, without a 
second thought, we just ran and 
boarded the train, We then realised 
that we were travelling without a 
ticket and that it was an offence. We 
very seared indeed, As soon as 
the train stopped at the next station, 
we sought out a ticket examiner, We 
poured out our woes to him and re~ 








v-JICKETLESS 
x TRAVEL! 





quested him to issue us tickets to 
Pondicherry 

The ticket examiner really grilled 
us to check the veracity of our story. 
But he turned out to be a kind hearted 
soul. He charged us the actual fare 
along with some fine. He gave us a 
receipt too for the same. Now, due 
to our foolishness, very little money 
‘was left with us, Fortunately, our 
relatives in whose home we were 
staying had come to pick us up at 
Pondicherry station. Later we had to 
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borrow money to buy tickets for our 
return journey. From then onwards I 
made a vow to never do any 


ticketless travelling ever again, 
~T. Gayathri, 
Std VII, STGSV, Chennai 


| -ABITTER LESSON || BITTER | -ABITTER LESSON || 


m—"2 


This _ took place when I was 
doing my fifth standard half-yearly ex- 
‘amination [still blush when think about it! 

twas Maths exam that day and I'd 
not studied at all! The previous day had 
been my cousin's wedding and so I did 
nothave time at all, 

When I entered the exam hall, | was 
sweating with nervousness. Our clas first 
rank holder was siting infront of me-The 
fearof failure in the exam made 
‘me indulge in the dnty act of copy- 
ing from her. I did the copying very 
neatly indeed without being caught 
by the teachers. Very happily, 1 
patted myself on my success. Two 
days later, we were given back our 
‘answer papers. | found that my 
paper had not been valued. 
Bravely, I went up to my teacher 
and asked her the reason for not 
giving me any marks. My teacher 
‘smiled and asked me to go through 
the paper once more. On going 
through [realised with horror that 
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I'dalso copied the hall ticket numter of 
the girl in front! I felt ashamed of myself 
and went and apologised to my texcher 
\with tears in my eyes. My teacher forgave 
me but witha stem waming, From that day 
‘on vowed never to copy from anyone. 
= H. Lavanya, Std XI, 
Sankara Vidyasharan, Chennai 








A MATTER OF LUC 


A few months back, Ihadbeen toan 
inter-school recitation competition, [was 
representing my school and so had pre- 
pared extremely well. When my turn 
‘came, I did very well. Many of the spec 
tators praised me and I too was confi 
dent of winning prize. But, the results 
were announced and I was not there in | 
the top five! I was heart broken and ut- 
terly disappointed, Tears welled up in my’ 
‘eyes but | controlled myself. 

‘As had not yet paid the contest fee, 
‘went up to the counter and accidentally 
saw the scoresheet of the judges, kept 
nearby, I was curious to say the least and 
‘wanted to find out how Thad lost the prize. 

But, fortunately I had not ‘lost’ it but 
only had ‘missed’ it. My total score was 
‘more than than the first prize winner and 
T'd indeed stood first! But, while reading 
‘out the prize list, my name had been un- 
wittingly left out, 
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AN ENCOUNTER WITH ELEPHANTS 


We visited Ooty during the summer holiday 
* Mudlumalai Wildlife Sanctuary 
joyed touring the pla 


(~ journey safely, 








~ 


Immediately, intimated the matter to 
the judges and organisers, After a series 
of observations, tallyingand discussions, 
they finally realized ther folly: The judges 
apologized and handed over the frst prize 
tome. 

Twas the happiest moment in my life! 
BN, Chetana Kaushik, 
Std 1X, Vijaya High School, 

Bangalore 











ne day we visited the famous. 
‘Wethoroughly en- 
by ear, On our Way 
‘back, the road was suddenly blocked 
) by two elephants. My cousins and | 

‘uot frightened and started screaming 
loudly, Our driver urged us not to 
shout and startle the elephants fur- 
ther, By God’s grace, the elephants 
went away and we continued our 
=P, Priscilla, Std IX, 
Zion Mat.H1S.S, Chenna 


June 2004 GSXUIAM 23 
























3 ONY 




















Person 
“What India needs is a 
stimulant to stir up fresh 
vigour in the national viens, 
said Swami Vivekananda, 
Known in his presmo- il 
nastic life as Narendranath 
Dutta, Swami Vivekananda} 
was born of an aristocratic 
family in Calcutta (Kolkata) 
on 12th January, 1863. SE 
Makar 
Sankranti day. He 
inherited the rational 
mind of his father, 
Viswanath Dutta 
and the devotional 
mind of his mother, 
Bhuvaneswari Devi. 
ed 
inmusic, gymnastics 
and leaning, By the 








It was 








S 
a SWAMI Wt bei 
VIVEKAN 


versity, he had acquired a vast know!- 
edge of different subjects, especially 
western philosophy and history 

Atthe threshold of youth he had to 
pass through a period of spiritual erisis 
when he was assailed by doubts about 
the existence of God. It wasat that time 
that he first heard about Sri 
Ramakrishna, 

Itis said that, one wintry, afternoon, 



























Ys. _probably on Sunday 
the 15th January, 
1882 Naren 
visited Sri 
Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa. 
This meeting of 
Naren with Sri 
Ramakrishna wasatum- 
ing point in Naren’s life. 





AN 


in better be 


A 


en in Naren’s own 








next 
words: 

He looked like an ordinary 
man, with nothing remarkable 
about him. He used the most 
simple language and | thought, 
‘can this man be a great teacher?" 

J crept near him and asked him 
my question: 

“Do you believe in God, Sir?” 
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"Yes." 

“How and why?” 

“Because, | see him just as | 
see you here, only in a much 
intenser sense.” 

That impressed me at once. 


‘Naren was convinced. Therefore, 
he accepted Sri Ramakrishna as his 
Master. Naren now came to be 
known as Swami Vivekananda 

‘Towards the end of December 1892, 
Swamiji reached Kanyakumari. He 
was delighted to be 
atthe tip of this vast 
country. From there 
he saw the ‘sacred’ 
rock fairly far away. 
in the sea. The rock 
is held sacred be- 
‘cause goddess Parvati 
is said to have per- 
formed ‘tapas’ stand 
ing onthe rock. Being 
a sadhu, he had no 
money to pay for a 
boat ride, So he swam 
in the turbulent sea waters and reached 
the rock, He spent three days and 
nights (25 Dec - 27 Dec) on the 
rock in a state of penance thinking of 
India and her problems. 











At Kanyakumari Swamiji took the 
decision of going to America to repre: 
sent Hinduism at the Parliament of Re 
ligions held in Chicago. The parliament 
of Religions opened on Monday, 11th 
September, 1893. 

‘There were representatives from 


26 GOKULAH June 2004 











various countries. One by one, the del- 
egates spoke. Then came swamiji'stum. 
He bowed to goddess saraswati anc! his 
Guru Sri Ramakrishna in silent prayer 
andl began with the words, 
Brothers of America.” 
The very first words he uttered stuck 
a chord with the audience and the 
cheering that followed lasted two full 
minutes. This day (11th september) 
‘eame to be known as Universal Broth- 
erhood Day, Swamifi's speeches were 
thrilling and educative to people every 
where, In no time at 
all, Swamiji won the 
hearts of thousands in 
the west. OF them, the 
Irish - born Margaret 
Elizabeth Noble is 
most remarkable, She 
came to be known as 
sister Nivedita, mean- 
ing, ‘the dedicated 
one,” 




















Owing to 
Swamiji’s efforts, Sri 
Ramakrishna Math and Mission came 
into being in 1897 with its head quar- 
ters at Belur, 

The great Swami attained 
Mahasamadhi on 4 July, 1902 at 
Belur, 

Swami Vivekananda lived hardly for 
40 years. But he had made a grea im- 
pact on the minds of people all over 
the world 





= Meera Nandakumar, Std X, 
V.K.V. Kuporijo, 
Arunachal Pradesh 
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ch black and white animal 
comes from China? 

a. Zebra 

b, Panda 

, Skunk 

d. Raccoon 


2.The male of this African wild 
cat has a mane, What is this 
animal? 


3. This mammal has a very long 
which helps it when itis feeding 
on insects. What is it? 

a. Elephant 

b. Horse 

©. Pig 

d. Ant eater 





nos 








thick skinned animal with 
of itsnose livesinA rica 





and Asia 
a. Elephant 
b.Warthog 
¢. Hippopotamus 
d. Rhinoceros 


5. Types of this animal are kodiak, 
grizzly, black and sun 

a. Bear 

b. Monkey 

c. Wolf 

d. Moose 


6. This dark brown animal with 
antlers is found in North America. It 
feeds on grass and twigs. 

a. Bear 
b. Elk 
¢. Antelope 
d. Gazelle 


7. There are two kinds of elephants 


The main difference is in the size 





of their ears. In wha 





continent do 
the elephants with the larger ears live 
a, Australia 
b. Asia 
¢. Africa 
4. South America 


8. This animal associated with 
Easter has long 
tail. What is it? 

Clue: One word - six letters 


ears and a short fluffy 








9. What is a female 
called? 

a. Buck 

b. Doe 

¢. Heifer 

4. Vixen 


deer 


10. What is a female peacock 
a. Peahen 
b. Fledgling 
©. Pen 
4. Duck 





POL 6 NIGON RIL TI OS PHP E MOTTA 
SULUSNY 
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_Hello...MrRamshekar? Lam 
a resident of Perfect Nagar calling. But! 
‘would rather not reveal my identity!” 

Ramshekar sensed the anviety in the 
voice speaking on the other side ofthe tele- 
phone, Some urgent news! He wasaware 
that Perfect Nagar was an upcoming, 
colony where individual houses were 
searce and seattered. 

“heard a shril ery from the house ad- 
jacent to the postbox on our strect. It 
sounded like a womans, hope nothing 
ntoward has happened,” 

twas a woman’s voice atthe end of 
the line as well, Ramshekar did not ask for 
her identity, as he was afraid that the line 
would be cut, Buthe needed to know more. 
“When did you hear the ery?” he asked 

Hesitanily she replied, “About thirty 
rminutesago...” And perhaps feeling guilty 


























for not having contacted Ramshekar im- 
‘mediately, she cut the line. 

‘The door ofthe house nextto the post- 
box was closed, But when Ramshel har 
tried to open it with a handkerchief, it 
‘opened easily, A middle-aged lady was 
Lying in a pool of blood in the passage be 
‘ween the hall and the bedroom. Her ead 
wasbleeding, It seemedasif'she had been 
struck on the head with some sharp 
object, She was clutching.a key tight y in 
her left hand. Ramshekar inspected her 


RDER! 


pulse, She was dead, 




















please come in,” called out 
." Lam a detective,” he con= 
Ifyou know anything, please exme 
inand tell me, 


Ramshe! 
tinued. 





The next moment, a hefty young ian 
entered, He had been watcting 
Ramshekar all along but least expested 
Ramshekharto notice him! 

“Sin Hivenext door, My name is Ashok, 
{know this lady. Hername is Smitha, She 
is working ina bank as cashier, Her ws 
band isan ex-service man, Herunsa tusi= 
ness. He must have left for his offies by 
8,00 a.m. as usual, I feel thata thief raust 
have entered and demanded the bu eau 
key, When she refused to give itto him, he 
must have attacked her with something 


sharp. When she died, the thiefat this un- 

















G.S.S. 
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expected tum of events must have run 
away.” 

Ramtshekar looked athim keenly. “What 
an imagination you have young man,” he 
id. “If you are not sure of your facts, 
just leave the deductions to the police, else 
‘you'll be in trouble” he warned, 

‘Suddenly there was a shriek. A very 
strong young lady stood at the door shiver- 
ing. She introduced herself as Radha, the 
maidservant of the house. She sobbed at 
seeing Smitha dead. Ramshekar gathered 
the following information from Radha. 











‘Smitha wasa fragile woman and she 
censured that Radha did all the work 
Radha was of the opinion that Smitha 
‘would have slipped, fallen and hither head 
heavily on the ground and died. “She used 
to walk very fast” said Radha. “She was 
always ina hurry 

Ramshekar went out into the garden. 
A part of the soil seemed different from 
the surrounding area. When he dug up 
the place, he found a long rifle. There 
‘were bloodstains atthe base of the rifle 








-thebutt. “So, thismustbe the murder _/2) 


weapon’, murmured Ramheker 
‘Asbocard Radha were watching 
Ramshekar’s every action. 


Att that time Smitha’s. 
hhusband got down from a 
taxi, His eyes were full of tears. 
Someone must have conveyed to 
him the news. Ashok rushed to- 
wardshim, pattedhimonthe _ ~ 
shoulder as a mark of eon 
solation and said,“ Nara it 
is your rifle that has killed 7 





your wife”. 

‘Natraj saw Ramshekar. He recognized 
the great detective at once. “Sir, you should 
find the culprit who murdered my wife by 
hitting her with the butt of my rifle,” said 
Natraj ina voice choking with emotion. 
“He should be suitably punished.” 

‘Saying thi, Natraj rushed inside to see 
his wife. 


Ramshekar now knew who should 
be punished. Who? And how did 
Ramshekar arrive at the conclusion? 

Ifyou are unable to guess, turn to 


page 43. 
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THE WHITE FLOWER ats | 
Sere :Mohan.C. : Art: C.J.Roy 4 
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To be continued... 
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In the wild 





‘The world’s deadliest animal is 

SEA WASP. It is a kind of jelly 
known as CHIRONEX 
ICKERI. It’s tentacles are loaded 
with hundreds of thousands of micro- 
scopic stinging cells, which inject 
substance which is as poisonous a 
cobra venom, Any unfortunate crea 
ture that happens to brush ag. 
them isin trouble. The venom is highly 
toxie and kills in a few minutes. Pain 
and burning sensation caused by the 
venom are insufferable. 









st 











The sea wasp is a colourless crea~ 
ture and has a bell-shaped body 
which consists of 95% water. It is so 
elusive that only careful eyes can 
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wateh it drifting in shallow tropical 
waters of seashores. 

The size of the sea wasp varies 
from 4 em to 20 cm across and |0 
em long. It has purple or blue ten- 
tacles which can be seen coming out 





of the bell, These may reach up to a 
length of 120 em. One wasp may have 
upto $0 ten 





icles and one such ten= 
tacle may have 750,000 individval 


m. They are mainly meant for 
securing food, but also serve as a 
defence mechanism. 

Chironex Fleckeri is found in great 





numbers in waters of Northern Aus- 
tralia, They are also found in United 
States, in waters off the Atlantic coast 
from North Carolina to the south of 
Florida keys. 

They have also been discovered 
in We 
Scientists have not been able to de- 
vise any effective antidote 


t Africa and Indian Ocean, 





for its venom, 





Another deadly ani- 
mal is the SEs 
ANEMONE. It’s found 
on rocks from shallow 
waters and tidal zones 
down to the deepest 





parts of the ocean. It’s 
colourful, petal - ike ten- 
tacles are capable of kill- 


= | 


ing. On each one there are thousands of 
remato-cysts-- specialised cells contain- 
ing tiny structures like harpoons. When a 





small fish brushes up against the anemone, 


ittriggers off a massive harpoon attack. 
Each harpoon is firmly attached to a 
thread and hasa poisoned barb that, once 
lodged in the prey, cannot be taken out. 








With its poisoned victim paralysed and 














secured by the thread, the 
anemone devours its prey at lei- 
sure! One must be very careful 
while swimming in ropi 
ters since these animals may 
cause problems for humansalso. 





- Zain Ul Abedin Naqvi, 
Aurangabad 
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A WISH FULFILLED 


“What is this, Sapna? I never 
‘expected this from you,” said the teacher, 
sternly, Sapna stood quietly with her eyes 
‘on the ground, Allthe children in her class 
were staring at her. The teacher showed 
the blank page to the students. There was 
laughter and whispering. The teacher 
‘continued, “Sapna, Lhad asked you to write 
‘an essay on your grandmother, but you 
haven't done it. Please explain. 

‘Sapna stood silently fora while and then 
blurted out, "Because... because... I. 
don’t have a grandmother.” There were 
tears in her eyes. 

‘The bell rang, All the children ran out 
laughing and talking, Sapna and Vaishali 
were the last to leave the class. The 
teacher too left the class after saying a 
few consoling words to Sapna. 

Feeling better, Sapna began to walk 
home with Vaishali. Vaishali was Sapna’s 
bestfriend. Vaishali had two grandmothers 

and even a great 
‘grandma, Sapna had 
‘always longed to have 

a grandma and so 
she enjoyed 

listening to 














‘Vaishali’s grandma stories. Vaishali sed 
torelate stories that her grandmother old 
her and recounted the various gifts they 
bought for her. “Can't 1 buy a 

randmother,” asked Sapna sadly. “Don't 
be sosilly, Sapna, Of course you can't buy 
* replied Vaishali gigeling, Soon they 
parted way to go home. 








Alllnight long, Sapna dreamt of having 
aa grandmother. The next morning being a 
holiday she decided to go to Vaishali's 
house to play. While running along the road, 
Sapna bumped hard intoan old woman, 

‘Oh! I am so sorry. Did I hurt you! 
stammered Sapna, genuinely upset 

The old woman had fallen hard on the 
ground. 

‘No child. You just knocked the breath 
‘out of me,” said the old woman, “Look 
where you're going on the road. Be 
careful,” she cautioned. Soon Spna 
reached Vaishali’s house and both of them. 
ada lovely time playing games. 

















Avfier coming home, Sapna, suddenly 
remembered that sweet old woman and 
longed for a grandmother of her 

A few days later, one 
evening as Sapna was 
doing homework: she 
heard a cry for relp. 

She went out 

running and saw 

the same old woman, 
knocked down on the 


road. 

“Oh! No! Granny, What happened? | 
hope you're not hurt,” cried out Sapna as 
she ran to her, 

“A little boy on a cycle knocked me 
down and ran away,” said the old woman, 

think Lam hurt, my child, 

The cycle had seraped her leg and it 
wasbleeding, 

“Come to my house, granny. I'll ask 
‘mummy forhelp,” said Sapna looking very 
concerned. 

Sapna helped the old lady into her 
house, Sapna’s mother came running to 
see what the matter was, Sapna explained 
everything to her, Sapna’ father too came 
fn the scene and both the parents helped 
Sapna clean the wounds and put ointment 
nit 


“Y our child is very help! 
‘will help old ladies like me, 
Woman to Sapna’s mother. 

‘Yes, she’s a very loving child,” said 
Sapna’s mother proudly. “Who are you, 
aunty and where do you live” she asked. 

“Ilive inthe next street. Lam a widow 
with no children,” replied the old la 
“hope I'm not troubling you too much, 

“OF eourse not,” said Sapna's mother. 
“You ae ust like my mother.” 

“Letme go home and rest fora while, 
said the old lady. 

Sapna took her home, It was a month 
later that Sapna saw that old lady 
again. 

“Lam so happy to see you Grandma,” 
shouted Sapna happily, dragging her inside 
theirhouse. 


























“Me too my child,” said the old lady, 
hugging her close. “Now tell me what gift 
can I give you for all the help you 
rendered.” 

“Really? Will you give me whatever 
ask, shining. 
“If can afford it, dear,” said the old 
Indy affectionately 

“Then be my granny from now on,” 
demanded Sapna. 

“Yes, yes!” seconded Sapna’s mother 
\who had joined them by now. 

“will, my dear child, will, have no 
id the old lady 
Sapna with eyes full of tears. 

Sapna’s mother consoled her saying, 
“Don't say that any more, Aunty, We are 
your family from now on,” 

Sapna’s dream was fulfilled at last. 
Now she too has.a grandmother! 




















"APOORVA SHETTY, Std Vill, Sharon English High School, Mumbai 
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Hello, Doctor! 















© L. Hariharan, Srivilliputtur, 
? Fruits and vegetables contain no 
fat Is it true, doctor? 
!Notalways, Hari. The fruit ofthe co- 
cconut palm is laden with ft. The avocado, 
pear shaped tropical fruit contains lot 


of fat. The same is truc of olives. Don’t 
forget, the coconut oil and olive oil that 
we get from these fruits yield fat. There 
are nuts and kemels of fruits e.g almond 
and walnut, 








ey also give us a large 








amount of fat. Among vegetables, the 
green leafy variety have the most fats E.g 
ddrumstick leaves, Bengal gram and curry 


© Sai Anand, Chennai 

? Grandma says ‘Eating ladies fin- 
‘ger will increase memory power,’ How 
far is it true? 

!tisnot true, Anand, Ladies fin- 
gercontains.a few vitamins and min- 
crals, Itwill help to promote ncrmal 
growth and development of body tissues. 
Tthas no connection with the memory 
power. 


© Gour Mohan singh, Cuttack. 
? During exam time, we see many 


i pinta 


advertisements of medi- 
cines/vitamins which 
promise increase in 
memory power, Hovw far 
are these advertisements 
true? 
1As far as 1am concerned, | usu- 
ally recommend the three *R’ riedi- 
cines for my student patients to in- 
«crease their memory power. They are 
1, Read 2. Revise and 3, Recall 
No other medicine other than 
these three will help anybody to 











Dr. G.GANESAN 
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improve their combination of medicines, the dose, 
memory power. duration, individual body immune system 
and the disease, 







© S, Lavanya, Chennai, 
2 My mother warns that cracking 
knuckles will damage our 
bone joints, Is it true? 
{Not true, Lavanya. Pop- 
ping yourjoints doesn’ teause 
authritis, Kdoesn’tmutilate your 
knuckles or separate your bones, 
It only makes noise and in a few 
‘cases, relieves joint tension, Shifting 
© Narayan Sethi, Cuttack, joint fluid and escaping gas ereate the 
? Is it true that Allopathic medi- noise. You can safely crack 
cine have more side effects than your knuckles, but don't 
Ayurvedic medicines? overdo it! 


REMEDIES 


1 tis true, Allopathic 
medicines have beneficial 
effects, side effects, unto- 
ward effects and toxic ef 
fects. But they donot cause 
these effects for all, Itdepends upon the 


CASE FILE - 12 
MURDER! 


LOGIC BEHIND THE CASE ON PAGES 30 & 31 
Smitha's husband had not seen the corpse. And the rifle was found and 
retrieved just a few minutes before his arrival. When Ashok told Natraj that his 
wife had been killed with his rifle, the natural conclusion should have been 
that his wife had been shot dead. So, why did Natraj ask Ramshekar fo find 
the culprit who murdered his wife by hitting her with the butt of his rifle? 
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"The spinning wheel is 





a symbol of 


non-violence for me." M.K.Gandhi 


December...London... the cold is 
unbearable... menand women try'to grab 
anything that can give warmth, a blanket, 
it whatever... One pair of socks is 
rnotenough under the shoes... Teeth ratle 
as people try to speak 

But one man amidst them i nota all 
bothered, Heis wearing slippers with the 
toes open to the winds... Heis wearing 
Khadi cloth just wrapped around his 











Hesmiled and said, “the 
clothes on for both of us!” 

While preparing to yo the Buckingham 
Palace, a poor young girl in East London 
Jooked athim withatfeetion and sympathy. 
“Isitmot very cold in London?" she asked. 
*Don'tyou wantacoat? My mother isa 
004 tailor, I will ask her to make cout 
the aff 
* but th 





ighasenough 











for you.” Gandhi smiled 
of the little girl, He told her 


tion 
you 









body. He is smiling and joking with. will have to make millions of coats. 


everyone... He is the guest of the King, 






and Queen of 
England but prefers 
to stay with the 
poor people in 
London. 

Mahuta Gandhi 
‘wassimiarl attired 
when he went to 
meet the King and 
Queen in 
Buckingham 
Palace, Eve 
shocked. 





was 
‘Some one asked him how he could have 
dressed so poorly in front of the King. 









+ Gandhi with his spinning wheel, 1946 


Millions of my brothers and sistersin India 


do not have any 
you 
ean mi for 
everyone Iwill take 
cone for mysell.” 


coat to wear, If 






When Gandhi 
was nineteen years 
old, he had gene to 
London to study, 
He wanted to look 
like the British 
people and so wore 
stiff three-piece suits and starched 
shirts. He tried to lear ballroom da-icing 


V.R.DEVIKA 
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and then realized that he could never be 
thesame as the British, however much he 
tried, H 
the simplest of clothing, like the millions 
of Indians who could not afford expensive 
clothing, put him in touch with the masses, 
And then he found the Charka, the 
spinning wheel, which could help people 
become self-sufficient in clothing and also 


so realized slowly that we 





ing 





Ones upon time there wax a milter 
who had a beautiful daughter. He w 
a terrible chatterbox and liked nothing 
more than to praise his daughter. One 
day he chanced to speak to the King 
and started his usual banter. ‘My 
daughter is so clever,’ said the miller 
‘that she can spin straw into gold.’ The 
King was greedy for money and 
demanded that the remarkable young 
lady should be brought to the palace 
the next morning. The miller was rather 





do it with dignity, He began to spin and 
‘weave his clothes himselt! 


‘The charkha or spinning wheel isa 
mimeleof adesign with to whe 





power toa spindle that ean pull yam out 


‘of cotton. tisan activity just ike meditation, 
. mathematies. 
.erafl, carpentry. 
‘and spirituality all embedded 
in the spinning wheel. It was Gandhis 
genius that brought it back into people's 
lives during India’s freedom struggle 
Gandhiji sai in 1920, in Young india’ 

“I present the spinning wheel on which. 

















concerned about the outcome of his 
foolish boast but took his daughter to 
the palace as requested. 

This is a Grimm’s fairy tale 
“Rumpelstiltskin’, in which a young 
woman is expected to use a spinning 
wheel to spin straw into gold, Read this 
story and find out if the miller’s 
daughter actually spins straw into gold! 
depends India’s e 
Kh 
toattain self-reliance and sel 
empower women and men in rural areas, 
the backbone of India’, as the Mahatma 
loved to say Itspurred on young idealists 
sdom. To 





nomic salvation, 








di was immediately seen 





ameans 





respect, 10 








Who had but one aim then =f 
be seen in khadi was patriotic, it showed 
disdain for the ‘ang sressor and 


display 





-d loud and clear where the 





Try spinning on the spinning wheel 
‘once. You will marvel at the beauty of the 
experience. Itisa great fe 
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|) ACROSS THE WORLD! SO LVE 


Friends! Check your knowledge Across 





about the countries of the world. 2, Coffee pot of the world 
Here is a crossword for you 4. Capital of Canada 
Enjoy! 6, The split of the USSR resulted 
inthis 
Down 8, Longest river in the world 





1. Pink city of Indi a 








3. Wheat basket of the world = 
5, The legendary landing of | 
Noah’s Ark is in this country | 
7. Europe’s playground . ual 


+ Durga Raghavendran 
Std VIL, 

‘Shri Nehru Vidyalaya, 
Coimbatore 








I) TRICKY RIDDLES teres 


3) What can fall on water without 
getting wet? 
4) What can you serve but not 
eat? 
- Sneha J.S, Std VIII, 1 PGHS, 
Bangalore 


1) Twenty I slew, cut off their 
heads; no life was lost, no blood was 
shed. What did I do? 

2) Which two words have thou- 
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5) Lam a horse but I don’t eat hay, 
and I can’t run. What am 1? 

~ S. Durga Soahithi, VIN D, 

St. Joseph of Cluny, 

Neyveli 


6) Why did the sparrow fly into the 
library? 

7) Which pan cannot be used for 
cooking? 


8) Which key cannot open a lock? 
9) At which station does the train 
er stop? 
10) What goes through a window 
without breaking it? 
11) Which pillar walks and eats? 
12) What table does not have a leg 
to stand on? 
- R. Anoja, Batticaloa, 
Sri Lanka 








ne 





Dear Anoja, 
Please give us your local ad- 
dress, if any, as we don't send re- 

‘muneration outside India 
~ Editor 





siqen ou “ZI seEdsOIeD “11 14ST OL oH aaH10g ~6 AONE "SL 
uundey “1 sutzomy009 40) Buryoo} sea] "9. 5404 vos Vy °S 
11eq stuuay,“p mopeys °¢ 2940 3804 °Z “yeu Aw IM J “| 
SA TCRI AMONIL “ 
AUN 8 EISSMY “9 EMU “p [tzEIE “7: ssONy. 
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[Career guidance oes 


~The Great Pyramid of Giza, The 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon, The Statue 
of Zeus at Olympia, The Colossus of 
Rhodes, The Taj Mahal areall architectural 
‘wonders that have left many speechless, 

The brains behind each of these, most 
probably started their career hoping to see 
their creations transcend from architectural 
drawings o solid constructions, Are there 
amongst you such hopefuls who have a 
desire to build? Ifso, read on to leam more 
about Architecture as an area of study. 

Architecture deals with the design, plan 
of buildings and structures, The primary 
work of an architect is to translate the 
clients’ ideas into reality. Mere design - 
ice, interiors and exteriors - does not 
constitute the work of an architect 
Technical measurements must be looked 
into, Requirements like plumbing, elec 
wiring, air conditioning, location 
constraints, building rules and regulations 
etc,, are all aspects that an architect should 
be aware of, Blending aesthetics with 
functionality is the work of an architect, 


























‘The making of an architect 
Asan Architect, you will have to sit 
with the clients and understand their 
requirements or specifications like space, 
the estimated budget available etc, The 
building could be one that has to be 
designed from seratch or the job could 
ing structure. 


Apart from the skeleton building, as an 
architect, you will also have to design the 
or layout of the building. 


BY CAREERSINDIA 
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Approval of the plan triggers off the 
rest of the activities like getting permission 
trom the local authorities for constructing 
the building, identifying building 
contractors, negotiating with them, 
preparing the drawings, estimates ete. 
Visiting the site of construction pericxlically 
tocheck the progress of work, ensuring 
that the quality does not get diluted, 
periodic supervision of the receipt and 
usage of materials, making payments to, 
supervisors ete,,are all part of the work 
ofan Architect 


kills required: 




















Ifyou are good at sketching, it will 
come in handy while you are try: ng to 













explain your idea toa client 

Dealing with contractors, local 
uthoritiesete,, require negotiating skills 
Incorporating changes that the client might. 
require, sometimesat the eleventh hour, 


structures. 
Good mathematical ability isimportant 
asthe work involves complex designing 
problems and cost estimations, 
Knowledge of related legal mattersis 
also necessary, 
‘Thepath 
‘Theinital years of one’scarwerisspent 
on filing legal documents, drafting plans 
from others’ designsand working witha 
more experienced architect, takes time 
to sell one’s ideas to a client and get it 
approved. For those who think they ean 
getdowntosketchingaplanandexecuting 
itina short span oftime, be prepared for 
a disappointment and do not give up 
hope, 


Becoming an 














Mathematics and 
Chemistry 


i Secondary, you 
can enroll for 

«45 year course. Entry 

{no well-known insitutesisthrough an All 
India entrance examination, The Indian 
Institute of Technology selects candidates 
through the Joint amination, 


‘The postgraduate course lasts between 
18 months to 2 years. 


Knowledge of Computer Aided 
Design (CAD) is an added advantage, 
makes the process faster and easier and 
gives one the at 



























Some of the Institutions/Universities 
offering Graduate/Post-Graduate courses 
in Architecture are: 

© School of 
Architecture, New Delhi 

© Lucknow University 

© Punjab University, Chandigarh 

© Pune University 

* School of Architecture 
Ahmedabad 


Planning & 





# Goa University 
© University of Mumbai 
Indian Education 
Society's College of Architecture, 
Mumbai 

© Jawaharlal Nehru Technological 
University, School of Planning & 
Architecture, Hyderabad 

© Kerala University, College of 
Engineering, Thiruvananthpuram 

Anna University, School of 
Architecture & Planning, Chennai 


NEXT MONTH 
LAW 
Feedback to: 
gokulam@careersindia.com 
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SPOT IT 
RIGHT 


IDENTIFVATE 
FAMOUS 
DESONAUIY (eerie 


| ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
| 1. What is his name?. 
2. Where was he born? 
3. Inhis play ‘The Merchant of Venice ‘what does Shylock ask from Bassanio as 
his forfeit? 
| 4. Who says these famous lines and in which play: ‘To be or not to be, that is 
the question’?. 
5. Inthe ‘Tempest what is the name of the spirit? 
| Rules and Regulations 

* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a cash award of | 
Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all correct entries, 
# Incomplete Entries will be rejected. * Entries accepted only on this form * No xerox 
copies. 


























Name. 














| Age: 
1 | School: os 


Residential Address : 





Pin 





Signature... 











The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. 














Right before the children’s 
startled eyes, their gentle and 
lazy pet dog, Goldy, was trans 
formed into a crazy whirlwind of 
restless energy. He jumped on to 
the man with a scar sending him 
sprawling on to the 
floor and knocking 
the box of chocolates ff 
out of his hands. Li 

He stopped to 4 
lick the man's face i 
thoroughly and i 
then shook himself 2 
vigorously sending 
bits of the herbal paste that 
had been applied on to his 
coat spattering all over the 
room. 

“Oouch” yelled the watch- 
man and the other villain in 
pain. Bits of the herbal paste 
had flown into their eyes, mak 
ing them sting and burn. They 
made the mistake of trying to 
rub the paste out of their eyes, 
only making the stinging sen- 
sation worse. 

Taking advantage of the con 
fusion, the children took one 
look at each other and ran out 
of the front door in panic. As 
they turned the corner, their 
path was suddenly blocked by a 


huge man, who put out one 
enormous hand to stop them! 
Before they could realize what 
was happening they were 
bundled into a jeep. 

Sure that they were being kid- 
napped, Anita started 
screaming and a large hand 
was clamped instantly over 











Asha Nehemi 
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her mouth. 

“Sshh, kids, it’s only me,” 
came a familiar voice from the 
back seat of the jeep. It was Miss 
Kokila, their neighbour. There 
were three men with her in the 
jeep. This made the kids panic 
even more. They thought that 
Miss Kokila had arrived on 
the scene with a fresh lot of vil- 
lains. 

“Shh! Don't worry children,” 
Miss Kokila explained, “These 
gentlemen are policemen in 


plainclothes, | was the 
one who telephoned them for 
help. When those three dread- 
ful thugs rushed to your house 
looking so threatening, they for 
got there was no one to guard 
me. So I sneaked out of my house 
and called the police. The tele 
phone lines at my house have 
been cut ever since these evil 
men forced me to start working 
for them. They've been keeping 
me a prisoner in my own home. 
They kidnapped my poor old 
mother last month so that 
I would be forced to obey 





them.” Miss Kokila burst into 


tears. 


Anita put her arm around 
their neighbour's shaking shoul- 
der and soothed her. After Miss 
Kokila calmed down, she told 
them the whole story. 

The watchman and the men 
from Sensei Couriers were part 
ofa large group of criminals who 
were engaged in the illegal ac- 
tivity of selling narcotics and 
drugs, Miss Kokila explained. 
‘Their speciality was selling mood 










- elevating capsules to colege 
students, to young working 
people and to wealthy socialites. 
‘The police had been trying to nab 
this particular gang for some 
time now. So the gang had 
started thinking of more curning 
ways in which to sell their ille- 
gal and destructive goods. That 
was when they had forced Miss 
Kokila to work for them, They 
ordered her to stop making her 
regular chocolates and to fill her 
special designer chocolates, with 
a capsule each of the mood - 
elevating drug. By kidnapping 
her elderly mother, they were 
able to force miss Kokila to do 
whatever they wanted. 
“So you were the person 
crying on some nights!” 
Anita guessed, ‘The 
sounds we mistook for a 
ghost weeping in the 
guava tree was ac- 
Stall you, Miss 
i) Kokila!” 
The police 
didn't have to ex- 
ert themselves much 
to arrest the three 
\ thugs. The man 
*\\ with the scar 
)) stumbled, quite 
literally, sight 
into their arms - 
| chased by what 





wu 













seemed like a huge, danger- 
ous dog which was ei 
ther nipping at his £ 
ankles or leaping at 

his shoulders, trying /2% i 
toknock him down. (57) 3 
The other two vil- ie Bt!) 
lains looked pitiful 2 
rather than dan- 
gerous as they 
came out of 
the Ratnams’ 
residence 
yelling for a 
doctor. They had 
handkerchiefs held to their eyes 
which looked alarmingly red and 
swollen! The three men from the 
criminal gang were handcuffed 
and led away by the police. 

The police had recovered the 
chocolates from the floor of the 
Ratnams' house and were taking 
them away for testing. The three 
thugs were forced to inform the 
police where Miss Kokila's 
mother was being held captive 
and about an hour later, a po- 
lice jeep deposited the old 
lady back at her daughter's 
home. 

Goldy's strange behaviour was 
explained by the fact that he had 
eaten one of the chocolates with 
the mood- elevating drug in the 
centre, 


The Children rang their par- 


ents and asked them to return 


from work. When Mr. and 
Mrs. Ratnam heard the whole 
story they hugged their children 
in relief and scolded them for not 
informing them about the prob- 
lem earlier. 

When the mood-elevating ef- 
fect of the chocolate Goldy had 
eaten wore off a little, he slowed 
down enough for the children to 
rinse off the herbal remedy from 
his fur. 

What a surprise they got when 
they did! The herbal remedy had 
worked! But it had worked rather 
unexpectedly. The dirty brown- 
ish - red patches had turned a 
strange, bright green instead of 
returning to their natural golden 
colour! 


(Concluded) 
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New Columns! New Contests! 
and a Brand New Serial! 
Look forward to more exciting 
reading, from 
July 2004 issue onwards! 
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‘Sneha was a very sweet and intelli 
gent girl, She wasan excellent stuc well 
mannered and polite. She was in the third 
standard. She won prizes in several eom- 
petitions at her school, Her parents were 
very proud of her. 

However, they had one concern regard 
ing Sicha, Sneha was always late. She was 
late to school, she was late to her tennis 
class, she was late everywhere. She was 
never in any place on time, And because 
of her, her entire family was late for par= 
ties, weddings ete. 

‘One day grandfather and grandmother 
‘came to visit them, Nani saw that Sneha 
was late to schoo! every day. Till the last 
minute, she would be doing something or 

















derstand the value ofttime, She did rot un- 
derstand how bad itis to keep others wai 
ing, Nani realized that it was time toteach 
Sneha a lesson. She thought ofa plan, She 
discussed it with her daughter Deepika, 
Deepika giggled. The plan was perfect. 
oon nana was told about the plan, Deepika 
called up Sneha’s daddy Shankar at his 
office and told him about the plan. 2very= 
‘one felt that the plan was perfect, 

That night after dinner, the fam ly di 
cussed how to celebrate Sneha’s eighth 
birthday. Sneha said she wanted te invite 
hor schoo! friends as well, apart from her 
neighbourhood friends. Nani said she 
would make samosas and bhelpuri. 
Deepika said she would bake Sneha’s 
favourite chocolate cake, Daddy said he 
‘would buy Sneha the most beautiful party 
dress. Nana said he would arrange the 
party games. The party would be at4.p.m, 
Deepika would call up Sneha'’s friends and 
talk to their mothers’ asking them 10 send 

















the other and then she would start 
hurrying up. She would pack her { 
‘back pack inthe last minute or hunt 


for her pencils. Her mother would 

keep screaming at her to get ready. Sncha's 
mother Deepika had a lot of chores to do 
inthe morning, Amidst all this she had to 
seream at Sneha, By the time Sneha got 
ready she was late, When nani told Sneha. 
that it was not good to be late, Sneha said 
politely “It's okay nani, It’s okay to be late 
Please don't worry!” 




















Nani realized that Sneha did not un- 
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their children at 4.p.m. Sneha was very 
excited. She just could not wait forthe day 
ofthe party. 





inally the day of the party dawned. 
It was. bright and sunny day. Sneha woke 
pearly, She already feltbig. She was eight 
now. Wow! Everyone was busy. By 3 p.m. 
samosas and bhelpuri were ready. The 
chocolate cake with icing was ready. 
Even Sneha was ready as she 
thought being her special day, it 
‘was just right that she be ready 
‘on oreven before time. Being late 
con other days was really okay she 
thought 

‘Sncha looked at the clock. It 
was 4 p.m, Not a single 
fiend had arived: So dis- 
appointing She peeked 
through the window. 
She could see no one 
approaching her 


house. She again looked 
atthe clock. Itshowed 4.15 
p.m. “Oh, God!” She 
thought. Why were her 
friends late? She paced the 
room restlessly. Another 
five minutes passed. No 
one in sight. By 4.45 
Sneha just could not hold 
backiper tears. She went up 
tonaniand said “Nani, think 
‘my fffends don’tcare forme. 



































jobody has tumed up for my party. Why 
are they so late?” 

‘Nani made Sneha sit next to her. Then 
she asked Sneha, “Dear, how do you fee! 
‘when your friends are late?” 

“Terrible, nani!” Sneha wailed. Nani 
gently held Sneha's hand and said, “Sneha, 
now can you imagine how others would 
feel when you land up Iate everywhere? 

Just think about it” 

Sncha felt a stab of shock pass 
through her, as she looked at nani, 
She felt ashamed of herself, She re- 
alized how terrible it would have 
been for others when she 
landed up late and made 
them wait for her, 

Sncha sniffed, sobbed 
and said, “Nani! Today 
have learnt a lesson, 1 
promise that I will never! 
bee late to school or to 
any other place. L will be 
on time.” Mummy, 
daddy, nana and nani 
clapped and cheered 
Sneha. 

Suddenly there was 
a loud commotion. 

Sneha’s frends entered 
her house screaming, 
“Happy Birthday 
Sneha!”. Sneha was 
delighted. Her friends 
were all actually on time 
as they had been se- 
cretly invited to be 

present at five p.m. 
Sneha would 

















never know that. 














Show me some material 
fornew curtains. 
Shop keeper: For which room, sir? 
Customer: For my computer be 
‘cause ithas windows! 
= M. Maheshwar Std VII, 
Jawahar Vidyalaya, Chennai 







Why did the clock stop ticking’ 
Because it wastired after along walk of twenty 
fourhours! 








Child to father: 
Has any of your 
childhood dreams 
been realised? 

Father: Yes! When 
Iwas small, my 
mother used to 
pull my hair for 
being naughty. 
Then I wished I en 
didn’t have any hair, Now that 
wish has come true! 

D. Pavan, Std IX, 

Koratagere, Karnataka 














-Sanjana Govind, 
Kolkatta 


S FUN rile! 


Inspeetor: Why have you painted your 
hhands ted? 

Constable: Because the DIG has told 
usto catch the culprits red 


(6,0! 


— 









-Aiswarya, 
Ranipet 
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Uncle: Be sure to go straight home, 
Ramu. 
‘Ramu: I can’t. Hive justaround the 
comer and I have to take a tum! 
-C, Prasanna, Std IV, 
Saradha M School, 





Why have you kept the newspaper 
inside the fridge? 
Because itis full of hotnews!” 
-M. Vinodh, 
‘Sankarankovil 





yam: Why haven't you written to 
ime all these years? 

Ram: | wrote a number of letters to 
you. 

Shyam: But I didn’t receive any of 


them. Did you write my address cor- 





Sunny: Why is the hair 
on your head white while 











your moustache is black, cay Neateoce 
Grandpa? (Ons pee 
‘Grandpa: Because my mous- iv Bub Ry 
tache is 20 years younger than : 
myhait! 
-M.Bimba, pees 
stay, oS 
7 Carmel 
Convent address is P-S0/2 
eceoeh, Ram: Yes, I know! 
Bangalore only simplified itas we 
on Maths! 





- Bidhi Samantray, Std VI, 
St. Joseph’s High School, 
Bhubaneshwar 
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GOKULAM 


The magazine for children 


SHARING GIVES DOUBLE READING PLEASURE! 





3 years 
Rs. 192/- R288 
‘Amountencosed + Rel] (DD /MO/Cheque* ining Gaaton) Gusta cuales 
“FREE! The Circulation Manager 
Book worth Rs.39.50 Gokulam 

Fat is Beautiful and other ‘Kalki Buildings’, 

Jayabalan Stories’ with a 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
two/three years’ subscription Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 097. 

(until stocks last) E-mail : subscription @kalkiweekly.com 


June 2004 GOKUIAM 63 









































Spain NOISAO joie amageyo utp mane 





ued “Sunys-1 


fan 0) 942M @ 
(pio) saded sma @ 





‘SOAgEY QM OWL IND OWI 2UQ @ 
spaaynbag spenaayeyy, 


==. 


ie iad iSQNSIYd 
uNOA 
+ HIM aNog 


sinojoo masoyp € 
spoaynbaa sp ont 





qyewtequry 
ooups PoyMATINL WIN 
“EL ay areN “g USEH ~ 


389g snoK Jo IStUM a4p1 UO pon 99 01 Kear st purg di 





JAUJOD BANEAID 


64 GoRUIAM June 2004 





Travel 


Hharaly 16 km from Berhampur, the 






hub of southern Orissa, i the tiny 
town of Gopalpur on the Bay of G () LD) E N G iA N DS 
Bengal. Enjoying the reputation of & U a VAI Re 


being a popular beach resort of 
Orissa, the deep and blue waters in- 
stantly throw a challenge to thos 
are good swimmers, ‘The temptation of 
bathing here isiresistible. Not s0 - good 
swimmers take the hands of the nolias (lo- 
cal fishermen who help bathers) and et 
joy pleasant bath, White surf splashit 
‘on the golden sands makes Gopalpur - 
‘on -$ea one of the finest beaches on the 
east coast, A fascinating haunt for avid 
beach combers and sea worshippers 

Watching the life on the beach is 
by itself exciting, The fishermen pulling 
their catch or mending their nets add lo 
cal colour, Beautiful objects made of sea 
shellsavailable in abundance are worth 
buying as souveniers for decorating a 
drawing room or giving someone a 


who 

















present, Sand sculptures here and there 
made by some local artists are a feast 
to the eyes, Mouth watering sea food, 
especially fish from the deep sea, 
isfy the hungry stomach. Green ~ 
cocounts quench the thirst 

Intense heat ofthe summers tempered 
by the sea breeze in the fantastic quiet- 
ness of the beach amidst palm, cocount 
and casuarina trees. 

Gopalpur was onee buzzing with mari- 
time activities for which Orissa has been 
known forages, twas one of the harbours 
from which early settlers of South East 
Asia sailed off, Itwasa famous and popu 
Jarseaport during the british rule till about 
1942 when it ceased to operate due to 
the second world warand the occupation 





































of Burma by Japane 
The crumbling walls and 
pillars and the ight house 
stand witness to the port of 

yester year, Remains of several bunga- 
Jowsand mansions betonging to the Eu- 
ropean merchants give the place a colo- 
nial look. A modem port isbeing devet- 
oped here to revive the lost glory. 

‘Ateip to Gopalpur-on-sea isa reward- 
iingexperience of sun and sea, anand folic 

APPROACH: 

Road : Gopalpuris well connected by 
fan excellent all ~ weather road which 
branches off from the NH 5 on the out- 
skirts of Berhampur (16 km), Regular bus 
services are available. Taxis and 
Autorickshaws are also available 

Rail: Nearest railhead is Berhampur 
(1Gkm)onthe S.E. Ry, served by anum- 
ber of fast trains on Kolkata - Chennai 
route 

‘Air : Nearest aixportis Bhubaneshwar 
(190km) and Visakhapatnam (260 km) 























J EXCURSION 
‘There are a few places of interest in 
and around Gopalpur to which day trips 
can be made. 
Berhampur (16 km): An important 


——— 
~ a 





commercial town of South Crissa, 
Berhampurisan ideal market for shop- 
ping. 
‘Taptapani (65 km): Set against the 
evergreen thick forests, Taptapani is 
known for its hot sulpher spring, a 
bath in which turing 
‘winter is so refresh- 
J ing, Even during the 
J other seasons, the sve- 
| nic beauty of the place 
isamazi 
‘Taratarini (30 km): 
On the bank of the 
river Rushikulya near the village 
Prushottampur, the shimeof thetwin god- 
ddess Tara and Tarini adorns the bill top 
amidst natural beauty. There isa flight of 
‘about one thousand stepsias well asiupuicca 
motorableroad from the foothill ohilltop, 
Jaugada (35 km): About five hm fure 
ther from Taratarni lies Jaugoda, famous 
forthe Ashokan rock inscription like the 
‘one found in Dhauli near Bhubaneshwar. 
Large number of old bricks, tiles, sotter- 
ies, beads, terracota objects and punch 
marked coins of the Mauryan age can be 
found in the suburbs. There is also a ru- 
ined fort. 


Chilika (Rambha) (45 km): On the 
spravvling Chilika lake, Rambhais famous 
forits scenic beauty and bird sancturary. 
Covering an area of about one thousand 
square kilometres, lakhs of resident and 
migratory birds of different hue make 

Chitika their home during winter. Boating 

inthe lake is enjoyable at all seascns, 
Sankar Behera, Std VI 
_ Kendriya Vidyalaya, Puri, Orissa. 
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WEIGHTY SC 


OOL BAGS 


WHAT IS TH E SOLUTION? 


In our schools, children team ev- 
erything only theoretically. We have 
practical classes - ie, hands on 
learning - only in colleges. Hence, 
in school we have to carry lots of 
books and notebooks for 
guidance. If more practi- 


—— 4 


Tsem 


cal classes are introduced, there 
will not be a necessity of carrying 
0 many books to school. Only 
when there is a change in the 
method of teaching, can there be a 
solution to weighty school bags. 
~ M. Viswasundar, 
Std IX, CHSS, Tuticorin 


Time - table for a day should 
consist of three main subjects 
‘only and one period for extra - 
curricular activity. This will re- 
duce half the school bag 

load, transit time for the teach- 

ers from one class to an- 


me stex ‘T Semester TM Semester 





other and the strain of handling 
six different subjects. By having 
limited periods for a day, teach- 
ers can devote some portion of 
the period for giving individual 
attention to the students. As- 
signment and revision books 
could be retained by teachers 


June 2004 GOKUIAM 69 


and distributed whenever nec- 
essary. 

- K. Shambari, 

Std VI, 

PSBB, 

Chennai 


There should be a fixed time 
table. The teachers and the stu- 
dents should adhere strictly to it. 
One extra period should be 
added in which the students 
should be given time to complete 





their homework. If required, stu- 
dents may take books or note- 
books home for studies but all 
the rest of the books should be 










kept in the school itself. 
~ K.V, Abhishek, 
Std X, Bangalore 


As the world is competitive, 
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the burden of studies is also in- 
creasing for children, Nowadays 
children have to carry many 
books to school. They find it dif- 
ficult to carry their heavy school 
bag. | feel that it is better to fol- 
low the semester system. In a 
year there should be atleast 
three semesters. There should 
be separate books and note- 
books for each semester. “hus, 
the burden of books will be re- 
duced. 
+ C. Thirumagal, 
Std X, 
YRTVMHSS, 
Sivakasi 


Due to the increasing num- 
ber of subjects there is an in- 
crease in books and note- 

books. | feel thet it is 
inevitable. Even then, 
the weight of the 
school bags can te de- 
creased. Children should take 
books strictly according to the 
timetable. They should no! carry 
unnecessary books and note- 


— + books in their schoo! bags. 


Books should not be bound, 


> asitincreases the bag weight 


immensely. Following these 
ideas will help to reduce the weight 
of school bags. 
+ S. Bharathi, Std IX, 
C.G.H.S.S. Chennai 


Each school must have a 


locker system in which each stu- 
dent can keep his/her books and 
notebooks under lock and key. 
Only those books/notebooks re- 
quired for homework or study 
need be taken home by the chil- 
dren. Instead of notebooks, work 
sheets should be introduced. 
These can be kept in files which 
will greatly reduce the burden of 





notebooks. During ex- 
ams, the students can 
take these files home 
for study. 
- Gloria Peter Lazar, 
Std VI, 
New English School, 
Pune 


Computers can be 
used in schools for chil- 
dren to do their class work 
and tests. All their work can be 
stored in CDs which will occupy 
less space and store large 
amounts of matter. Only revision 
notebooks need be carried 

home. 
- KR, Visalakshi, Std 1X, 
IDA Scudder School, 
Vellore 


Cover Mustration by Lalitha 














"QUESTION FOR THIS MONTH 


VIOLENCE IN TV AND FILMS 


‘The trend of viol 





¢ on the Indian screen and its influence on children. 


= Is violence shown on TV and films the main reason for the increase in 





violence by children, teen- 
agers and society in general? 
(Send in your views as 
soon as possible. Your 
views will be published in 
the July Issue. Also don’t 
forget to include details of 
your age, class and resi- 
dential address. Published 








entries will receive a special remuneration (| 


of Rs. 25/-) 








ig Drupada of Panchal held a 
swayamwara for his daughter Draupadi 
Many brahmins from Ekachakra were 
heading for Panchal to participate in the 
festivities of the swayamwara and to re- 
ceive gifts and alms. Maharshi Vyasa 
met the Pandavas and advised them to 
take part in the swayamwara. So. the 
Pandavas, along with the other 
brahmins, went to Panchal 

‘The whole town was decorated 
beautifully for the occasion. A huge 
pandal was erected for Draupadi’s 
swayamwara. Kings, princes and min- 
isters from all over the 
country and abroad had 
come to take part in the 
swayamwara. 

Draupadi, dressed in 
her bridal finery entered 
the pandal. With her un- 
‘matched beauty and el- 
egance, Draupadi looked 
like a heavenly nymph. She 
had a garland of fragrant 
flowers in her hands. 

Drupada stood be- 
fore the assembly and 
announced, “Here is a 
bow and an arrow. 
There is the target - 
golden fish fixed on 
arevolving disc, just 
‘under the ceiling. The 
target is reflected in 
the pond below. 
Draupadi will marry 
the man who by 


looking at the reflection in the water 
below can shoot an arrow to pierce 
the eye of the fish above.” 


One by one, many kings and 
princes came forward and tried to hit 
the target. But none of them succeeded. 
Everybody present in the assembly was 
disappointed. 

At last, Arjuna, who was sitting 
among the other kings and p-inces, 
arose and walked towards the baw. He 
picked up the bow, looked dovn into 
the reflection and shot an arrow, which 









hit the target. Draupadi gladly placed 
the garland around Arjuna’s neck. The 
kings who had come to take part in the 
swayamwara felt humiliated. 


Acrjuna and the other Pandavas 
returned to their home along with 
Draupadi. Bheema stood outside the 
house and said to Kunti (their mother) 
in a loud voice, “Mother! We have 
brought a very nice gift for you.” Not 
looking at what they have brought and 
thinking it to be an eatable, Kunti re~ 
plied, “Whatever you have brought 


share it equally among yourselves.” 

After a while, when Kunti came out 
of the house, she saw Draupadi. 
Kunti was puzzled. Arjuna said to her, 
“Mother! Your words will be 
honoured. All five of us will marry 
Draupadi.” 

When King Drupada heard that 
Draupadi was ready to marry the five 
brothers, he was worried, Maharishi 
Vyasa told him that in her last birth, 
Draupadi was blessed by Lord Shiva 
He had granted her a boon to have 
five husbands, Therefore, what had 


SWAYAMWARA 





happened was inevitable, Drupada 
convinced, He ac 
cepted the proposal 

Drupada — per- 
formed the mar- 
riage of Draupadi 
with the Pandavas. 
according to 
Vedic rites, Thus, 
Draupadi became 
the wife of all the 
five Pandavas. 








-K. Apuroopa, 
Std IX, 
Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya, 
Hyderabad 
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SPOT IT (| 


RIGHT 


ANSWERS 
TO THE 
QUESTIONS 
GIVEN: 















2, Kunal Subodh Mody, 
Std VII, Don Bosco High School, 
Mumbai 





3. Aiswarya Srinivasan, 





1. The Golden Temple Std X, Presidency School, 
2. Amritsar, Punjab Bangalore 

3: Sikhs 

4. Guru Arjan Dev 4. V.Abhishek, 

5. The Granth Sahib Std VIII, KV. Aravankadu, 
CONGRATULATIONS! Tamilnadu 

‘The S lucky winners are: 

1PM. Vinesh 5. Aditya Patnaik 

Std VIII, Tripada English School, Sid IV, Mission School, 
Ahmedabad Jatni, Orissa 





[={elo) Sei 


Thiscollection of four books contains 
‘easy to read stories on the importance 
of preserving our nature and wild life, 
There are crosswords, quizzes and 
interesting snippets interwoven throughout 

the books, Mr, Dilip Salwi, the author, is 
a renowned science writer. The stories 
have been vividly illustrated by 
Mr.C.M Sali 
] Books Environment Conservation Series 
Author: Dilip M, Salwi 
Publications: Sultan Chand and Sons 
New Delhi 








E-mail ses@del2.vsnl.net.in 
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Tony war stunned to bear this. He was conv ced the 
rom was telling the truth Heat once became greedy 
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Teach your Child to 
Play with Numbers... 


AVALOHA CO 


An International Abacus Training program for Children from 


© 10 countries » 2600 Centers » 26 lakhs Students 
ine Centers & 8000 Students in INDIA 


ons in a fast fun and easy 





yrs 













ier concentration and listening skills 

‘* Better application and analytical skills 

‘* Improved 10 and observation 

‘© Improve memory and self confidence 

‘* First Company to introduce Abacus Education 
in Globe, 

‘© All Teachers are well trained in Abacus 
Methodology 











ompany to get ISO 90012000 cortiticatn aS 
wv Abacus Education 





At ALOHA Your Child can solve 
this 123 + 876 + 1 - 98 - 102 
+ 200 x 5000 = ? in 30 seconds...... 


Enroll Your Children today...../ 


Become our franchisee and Join the successful Aloha family 


ALOHA INDIA (a Division of KK ACADEMY (P) LTD) 
32, 1st Main Road, R.A. Puram, Chennai - 600 028. Phone : 044-24613262 / 6268 
Fax: 044-52108090. E-mail: infoalohaindia.com Web: www.alohaindia.com 
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